When appointed to Nelson, Tillyard saw the need to an entomological library, and through his efforts the Cawthron Institute purchased for £1000 the invaluable library of books, journals, and reprints of Dr David Sharp (1840 Sharp ( -1922 .
Sharp was the Recorder for the "Insecta" section of Zoological Record for volumes 22 (1886) through to 57 (1922) and editor for volumes 28 (1892) to 57 (1922) . This library resource is still associated with NZAC. Sharp was pleased his library was going to the new institute: "… our wretched European civilisations are in process of decay, and I hope New Zealand will be a centre for the promotion of a true civilisation …" (letter Sharp to Tillyard 6 April 1921 , Ramsay & Crosby 1992 ).
Tillyard's classic textbook on "The Insects of Australia and New Zealand" was completed at the end of 1924 and published at the end of 1926. This helped to draw the world's attention to the insects of this region, and gave students and researchers of these countries a much-needed reference source based on groups found in their region. What is not generally realised is that Tillyard was in considerable ill-health as he pushed himself to complete the book. At the end of 1923 he had serious influenza followed almost immediately by pyloric ulcers which kept him bed-ridden until the end of the year. He was then stricken with acute colitis, and by February 1924 was slowly starving to death. He underwent an appendistomy whereby his appendix was used to make an opening for a tube so the diseased colon could be given daily lavations for nine months, and this left him weak and home-bound for all of 1924 (Crosby 1977) .
His son-in-law J. W. Evans (1947) recorded Tillyard's love of gardening, and of no garden being complete unless there was a pond "over which his beloved dragonflies could dart and hover." Tillyard is probably best known outside entomology for his interest in psychical research which he "pursued with the same fearless vigour that he gave to all his undertakings." Several friends advised him to desist, but in 1928 he published in Nature what he believed was evidence of a survival of a human personality following physical death (Tillyard 1928) and took an active part in séances resulting in the so-called "Walter thumbprints" (De Brath 1931) .
